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PINE VALLEY COMMUNITY GENERAL PLAN
INTRODUCTION

The General Plan for the Pine Valley Comrnunity is a part of the General Plan of Washington
County. Planning in Washington County began about 1970 and has continued since that time.
The most recent update of the plan was in November 1995. However, a Plan for the Pine Valley
Community was prepared in 1992 but did not consider the Pine Valley area in any detail. In the
year 2002, the County Commission appointed a planning committee to work with the County in
the updating of the General Plan for Pine Valley. This committee has work diligently for the past
year to gather information relating to the valley, review and strive to understand the information
gathered and to prepare an updated plan for the Pine Valley Community. Included in this effort
was a community survey sent to all property owners in the valley to gain input as to the things
that are important to those that live here whether year around or during the summer months.
This plan then, becomes the first comprehensive look at the Pine Valiey Community area.

BASIS FOR PLANNING

The authority for a General Plan comes from enabling legislation passed by the State of Utah and
found in the Utah Code, Article 17 , which outlines the methods to be followed, and charges the
County Planning Commission with the development of a General Plan.

Many other public agencies also are involved in planning for the areas that they are responsible
for, such as the Bureau of Land Management, the National Forest, and the National Park. The
Forest Service is presently involved in an update of the Forest Management plan for the Dixie
National Forest that will impact land surrounding the Pine Valley Community.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

The purpose of the plan is to serve as a guide for orderly development. It sets the pattern for
growth and change. It expresses the goals as to what the area should look like in the future, and
it establishes the policies or guidelines for achieving these goals.

THE GENERAL PLAN AND ACTION

Effectuating the Plan is the responsibility of public and private groups. The Plan alone does not
cause things to happen, nor does it give precise recommendations for development of various
projects. The Plan provides the road map to follow. Vehicles of implementation, such as the
Zoning Ordinance and the Subdivision Ordinance, are needed to carry out the provisions of the
General Plan.



UNDERSTANDING THE PLAN

The General Plan identifies various land use categories and considers the use of each of these
classifications. Many of these types of land use are considered in terms of Goals and Policies that
are adopted as a part of the Plan. Goals and policies are described as follows:

A GOAL represents an objective relative to some aspect of development that the County has
determined to achieve.

A POLICY is an action that will allow, or help the County to achieve the desired goal.

ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN

The Pine Valley Community is a beautiful area with many unique characteristics. There are many
qualities about the area that set it apart from other areas of the County. Therefore, as the area
continues to grow and develop, it is necessary that the things that make Pine Valley what it is, are
preserved. The amount of land is limited because the valley is surround by public land under the
Jjurisdiction of the National Forest system. There is a limit to the amount of water that can be
developed in the area as well as a limit to the number or solid waste (septic tank) disposal units
that can be constructed without the need for a central collection and treatment system.

It is the intent of the Plan to guide development in a manner that will maintain and protect the
values that have caused people to come to this area. The Goals and Policies of the County to
accomplish this purpose are identified in the various elements of the plan.

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY

Pine Valley is located near the geographical center of Washington County. The valley is
surrounded by the Pine Valley Mountains. Vehicular access is limited to a paved Forest Service
road running eastward from the town of Central. Central is served by State Highway 18 which
connects St. George on the south and Enterprise on the north.

Andrew Karl Larson in his book 1 Was Called To Dixie, describes Pine Valley in the following
Manner. “Pine Valley is near the headwaters of the Santa Clara, in a sequestered spot that
delights the eye of the beholder when it comes suddenly into view as he tops the hill on the
northwest. So must it have delighted the sensibilities of Isaac Riddle when the valley came into
his vision as he came over the eastern rim in 1855 looking for a strayed cow belonging to the
members of the Indian Mission at Fort Harmony, What he saw was tall lush grass that rubbed his
horse’s belly and wet his stirruped feet as he rode through an area yet untouched by man. The tall
timber of aspen, spruce, and pine grew thick on the slopes of the rugged hills and in the canyons
that opened into the valley.”




























































